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OUR MISSION 
To positively impact the lives of  our local youth by providing 

educational programs that build character, instill life-enhancing 
values, and promote future potential through the game of  golf.

NINE CORE VALUES + INCLUSION

HEALTHY HABITS

Judgment

Social: Friends, School,  
Community

Honesty Integrity Sportsmanship

Respect Confidence Responsibility

Perseverance

Physical: Energy,  
Play, Safety

Courtesy

Emotional: Vision, 
Mind, Family
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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

First, I want to thank you for your role in making 2018 a very successful year for The First 
Tee of Benton Harbor! I am very pleased to present to you our 2018 The First Tee of Benton 
Harbor annual report. 

In our first 14 years of service, our chapter worked with more than 17,000 youth from 
Benton Harbor and the surrounding communities. Every day we are working to instill the 
skills necessary for success in golf and—more importantly—in life. Our 2018 objectives 
were simple. We worked to elevate the chapter and its impact through awareness, enhanced 
programs and precise execution. As you read this report, you will see how our staff was able 
to accomplish these goals and so much more. We have also continued to strengthen our core 
participant base while expanding our outreach to young people throughout Berrien County.

As we continue to grow, we continually work to ensure that our programs and services 
provide the greatest benefit to the young people of our community.

A few program highlights from 2018 include:

• Three The First Tee of Benton Harbor participants signed Letters of Intent  
to play collegiate golf upon high school graduation

• Delivered Life Skills, Core Values and Healthy Habits instruction  
to more than 2,200 young people

• More young people (812) participated in our Life Skills Experience Program  
than in any previous summer

• Seven participants of The Coalition program graduated high school  
and began their college careers

• Successfully hosted the Nancy Tennant Golf & Leadership Academy in Southwest 
Michigan, bringing young people from the Great Lakes Region of The First Tee to  
Benton Harbor for golf, life skills, healthy habits and core values education

• Hosted more than 175 supporters at The First Tee of Benton Harbor  
Scholarship Dinner

• Brought in record donor revenues through board-driven strategic planning

On behalf of our participants and staff, thank you for your ongoing support and  
commitment to The First Tee of Benton Harbor. Thank you as well to all of our amazing 
partners, donors, board members, volunteers and colleagues around the world; we couldn’t  
do any of this without you.

I look forward to many more accomplishments in 2019 as we serve families throughout  
Michigan’s Great Southwest!

Sincerely,

Ebon Sanders

Ebon Sanders 
Executive Director 
The First Tee of Benton Harbor
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812 REGISTERED PARTICIPANTS 
in the Life Skills Experience Program

2,200O
V

ER YOUTH SERVED 
total outreach in 2018

$34,500 IN SCHOLARSHIPS 
awarded to  
program graduates



“I’m really thankful for the opportunity and humbled and 
excited to have played in this tournament. Not many high 
schoolers have gotten a chance like this.” 
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Cailey Rooker keeps finding herself in the middle of some 
impressive golfing events.

In 2017, the ACE Level participant played in the PURE 
Insurance Championship at Pebble Beach Golf Links in 
California, where she was paired with two-time Senior PGA 
Championship winner Colin Montgomerie. 

In 2018, Rooker was fortunate enough to compete in the Four 
Winds Invitational golf tournament, part of the Symetra Tour, 
from June 8–10 at Blackthorn Golf Club in South Bend.

As a member of The First Tee of Benton Harbor, Rooker 
worked with Executive Director Ebon Sanders and Tim 
Firestone, owner of Blackthorn, to apply for a sponsor 
exemption to compete as an amateur.

More than 100 applicants competed for a spot in the event, and 
Rooker’s written essay about her golfing history and time with 
The First Tee of Benton Harbor won the coveted spot. 

“The exemption was based off of golfing (experience), my 
membership in The First Tee and partly because I’m from 
the area,” Rooker said. “Coach Sanders really helped me get 
prepared with both my golf game and the application so I was 
really ready to play.”

Unlike her time at Pebble Beach, Rooker didn’t compete 
in partnership with a pro but went head-to-head with tour 
professionals looking to earn their LPGA Tour playing rights. 
Because she was still in high school, she didn’t lose her amateur 
status but was hoping to improve her game by competing 
against some of the best golfers in the world. 

Helping her throughout the tourney was her longtime caddy, her 
father Paul Rooker. “It was awesome to have him on my bag,” 
Rooker said of her dad. “I’m really thankful for the opportunity 
and humbled and excited to have played in this tournament. Not 
many high schoolers have gotten a chance like this.”

THE FIRST TEE OF BENTON HARBOR STANDOUT 
COMPETES IN SYMETRA TOUR EVENT
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2018 CUT SHOTS

July
Nancy Tennant Golf & 
Leadership Academy & 
PGA Junior League
The First Tee of Benton 
Harbor welcomed 
20 The First Tee 
participants from five 
different The First 
Tee locations across 
the Midwest for the 
Nancy Tennant Golf & 
Leadership Academy. 
The academy highlights 
golf and leadership, 
while tying in The First 
Tee Life Skills, Core 
Values and Healthy 
Habits. Also, 74 The 
First Tee of Benton 
Harbor participants 
played in the inaugural 
PGA Junior League 
hosted by Harbor Shores 
Golf Club. Special thank 
you to The Dunes Club, 
Lost Dunes and Point 
O’ Woods Country Club 
for their willingness to 
let the participants play 
their fantastic courses. 

June
Life Skills  
Experience Program
The First Tee of Benton 
Harbor uses golf to 
teach youth life lessons 
and leadership skills. 
Sessions include a fun, 
group setting for youth 
from age five through 
their senior year of high 
school regardless of 
background or previous 
experience. Teaming up 
with experts in positive 
youth development, 
The First Tee of Benton 
Harbor helps youth 
become good golfers 
and even better people.

May
KitchenAid Sr. PGA 
Championship and 
Scholarship Dinner
Mason Dirlam, Stacy 
Pullen and Katie 
Schmidt were the 2018 
The First Tee of Benton 
Harbor Scholarship 
recipients. The winners 
were announced during 
the annual The First 
Tee of Benton Harbor 
Scholarship and 
Volunteer of the Year 
Award Dinner May 
3, 2018. The chapter 
also partnered with 
the KitchenAid Sr. 
PGA Championship to 
provide fun activities for 
youth, generate revenue 
through program and 
flowers sales and many 
chapter participants 
volunteered as standard 
bearers for the event.

April
Dylan Walters with 
Bernhard Langer, 
Braylon Edwards & 
Sgt. Jason Fuller at the 
KitchenAid Sr. PGA 
Championship 
Dylan Walters competed 
with a few legendary 
celebrities in the skills 
challenge for media  
day. In addition to 
Dylan, World Golf  
Hall of Famer Bernhard 
Langer, former NFL 
football player Braylon 
Edwards and Sgt. Jason 
Fuller also competed in 
the putting, full  
swing and chipping 
challenge. Of course, 
Dylan represented our 
chapter well and  
ending up winning the 
chipping challenge!

March
Regional Impact Day
A great day collaborating 
with staff members from 
The First Tee of West 
Michigan, The First 
Tee of Hammond/Lake 
County, The First Tee 
of Indiana and The First 
Tee of Greater Chicago. 

January/ 
February
Par, Birdie and Eagle 
Level Winter Class
The First Tee of Benton 
Harbor fired up the 
indoor simulator for  
Par, Birdie and Eagle 
level participants to 
work on their golf 
skills during the winter. 
Participants signed up 
to get some time on the 
simulator, practice their 
putting skills, work on 
some life skills and core 
values, and have fun 
with friends!
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November
The First Tee of 
Benton Harbor In-
School Program at 
Countryside Academy
For the past five years, 
The First Tee of Benton 
Harbor has partnered 
with Countryside 
Academy to bring its 
Life Skills Experience 
Program into the 
physical education 
classes for the 3rd, 4th 
and 5th grade students. 
The First Tee of Benton 
Harbor staff brings 
fun putting, chipping 
and even full-swing 
activities into the gym 
and school yard and 
ties those activities into 
The First Tee’s life skills 
and core values. They 
discuss with the students 
how they can implement 
those life skills and 
core values into their 
everyday lives in the 
classroom, at home, and 
other activities they may 
participate in.

December
Girls on the Green
The First Tee of  
Benton Harbor Girls 
on the Green program 
provides girls the 
platform they need to 
become high-achievers 
in their personal 
goals, boost their self-
esteem and experience 
competition in a fun, 
supportive environment.

October
The Coalition
Beginning in their 
freshman year, The 
Coalition focuses on 
students developing a 
portfolio based on  
their individual 
strengths. Students  
will then use the 
Coalition for College 
Access website to 
apply to colleges or 
universities for free,  
and provide a place 
for them to organize 
and upload work they 
are proud of. The 
Coalition and the 
Coalition for College 
Access also provides 
the students a platform 
to build a portfolio for 
employment after  
high school.

September
Pebble Beach
Davis Longyear 
competed at the 
PURE Insurance 
Championship 
Impacting The First Tee. 
The PURE Insurance 
Championship is a 
unique Champions 
Tour event that pairs 
junior golfers with 
professionals. Eighty-
two juniors and 
professionals were in the 
field for the tournament 
played at Pebble Beach 
Golf Links and Poppy 
Hills Golf Course.

August
The First Tee of  
Benton Harbor Cup
The First Tee of Benton 
Harbor hosted The First 
Tee of Benton Harbor 
Cup Friday, August 24, 
2018 at Harbor Shores 
Golf Course. The Cup 
is a 2-person better ball 
and 2-person scramble 
event. The invitation 
featured a limited field, 
48-team event. All 
proceeds from the event 
supported The First Tee 
of Benton Harbor and 
the more than 4,000 
local youth who benefit 
from the educational 
programs that build 
character, instill  
life-enhancing values, 
and promote future 
potential through the 
game of golf.



“I don’t spend my time trying to prove 
people wrong, I spend my time trying 
to prove people right.”
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A VERY SPECIAL EVENING WITH WES MOORE

“When it’s your time to leave your school, job, neighborhood or 
this planet, make sure it mattered that you were ever even here.” 
With moving stories and quotes, CEO of Robin Hood (New 
York City’s largest poverty-fighting organization), Army combat 
veteran and best-selling author, Wes Moore was able to inspire 
Southwest Michigan community members young and old.  

The First Tee of Benton Harbor is incredibly thankful for its 
partnership with Lake Michigan College’s Economic Club 
of Southwestern Michigan Speakers Series. This partnership 
made it possible to bring Mr. Moore to Lake Michigan College 
to speak to more than 700 community members about his 
truly inspiring life and message. He captivated not only our 
participants and staff, but many local community leaders with 
his charismatic presentation.

To begin the evening, more than 60 young people ages 12 to 20 
attended a private student Q&A with Wes Moore. They were 
given an opportunity to ask the Army combat veteran and best-
selling author questions about his journey. He was excited to 
speak with the youth and even mentioned it being his favorite 
part of the night. 
 
 
 

After the Q&A, students were able to attend the public 
presentation, which many found highly motivational. To cap  
off the night students were given the opportunity to attend a 
meet and greet book signing. He continued to sign books,  
pose for pictures and create friends until everyone in line 
received an autograph.

Wes Moore Quotes

His Q&A sessions and speech were phenomenal! Below are 
a few of the quotes that left long-lasting impressions on our 
participants and staff members:

“Don’t let people that don’t matter too much, 
 matter too much.”

“Choices matter. God’s greatest gift is the gift of choice.  
Take all of them seriously. You never know if a choice  
is gonna change the trajectory of the rest of your life.”

“We aren’t products of our environments,  
we are products of our expectations.”
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THREE THE FIRST TEE OF BENTON HARBOR SENIORS SIGN 
COLLEGIATE LETTERS OF INTENT

In a big finish to 2018 for soon-to-be The First of Benton Harbor Alumni, Logan Essig, Davis Longyear and Cailey Rooker signed 
Letters of Intent to continue their respective golf and academic careers into college. 

All three have been mainstays within The First Tee of Benton Harbor program over the years. In that time, they have grown to 
become friends and leaders, taking on roles as volunteers, role models for our younger participants and ambassadors for The First Tee. 
In addition to participating in several national The First Tee participant opportunities, all three participants had the opportunity to 
represent The First Tee of Benton Harbor at the “PURE Insurance Championship Impacting The First Tee” at Pebble Beach. Logan  
and Cailey played in the championship during the fall of 2017 and Davis received the coveted invitation in the fall of 2018. 

The First Tee of Benton Harbor is extremely proud of the accomplishments of all three participants on and off the course, we wish all 
three nothing but the best of luck and look forward to cheering them on as they continue their golf and academic careers into college.

Logan, a senior at Lakeshore  
High School will continue his golf  
career at The University of Michigan, 
Dearborn. Logan accomplished many 
things on the golf course over his four-
year varsity high school career, including 
qualifying for an AJGA tournament, 
making the varsity team as a freshman, 
qualifying for the All-Division team and 
becoming a state qualifier. 

Davis, a senior at Lakeshore  
High School will be competing on the 
golf team for Siena Heights University. 
Davis has also had an amazing high school 
golf career. He, along with Logan, played 
four years of varsity golf and received  
All-Division accolades for his play at 
Lakeshore High School.

Cailey, a senior at St. Joseph  
Senior High has signed on to continue 
her golf career at Valparaiso University in 
Indiana. During her career at St. Joseph, 
she achieved 1st Team All-State recognition 
in each of her four years. She has the three 
lowest yearly scoring averages in school 
history and a school record lowest single 
round score of 71.
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A TRULY SPECIAL PARTNERSHIP

Since its inception in 2004, The First Tee of Benton Harbor has 
formed a truly special partnership with Whirlpool Corporation. 

For each of the past four years, The First Tee of Benton Harbor 
Coalition program has partnered with Whirlpool Corporation’s 
Realwhirled interns to speak with participants about their 
college selection process, their differing experiences while in 
college and what is in store for students as they transition from 
high school to college and from college into the work place.  
It is a valuable learning experience for both the participants and 
the Realwhirled interns as they gain understanding about their 
differing backgrounds.

During a Career Exploration Day field trip, The First Tee of 
Benton Harbor’s Girls on the Green were fortunate enough 
to tour the Whirlpool Corporation Travel Center. The ladies 
also received a guided tour of two corporate jets and discussed 
possible careers with current Whirlpool flight attendants, pilots 
and an engineer. 

Whirlpool Corporation and its employees have provided strong 
financial support to The First Tee of Benton Harbor.  
In addition to their financial support, the Whirlpool community 
has given so much more to aid in our chapter success. Some of 
the volunteer roles that have been filled by Whirlpool employees 
include working as board members, event staff, program 
coaches, in-school program support, on event committees, 
becoming participant and staff mentors and leading strategic 
planning sessions for our board of directors. 

Without Whirlpool employees’ generosity with their time and 
talents, our chapter could not possibly fulfill our vision of 
making every child a role model of honor for our community.
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OPERATING REPORT

Revenue (in thousands of dollars)
 Amount  Percentage
Golf Events  252  59%
Individual/Small Business  18  4%
Scholarship Dinner  41  9%
Sr. PGA Championship  7  1%
Grants  34  7%
Harbor Shores Use of Facility  42  9%
Other In-Kind Donations  13 3%
Investment Income  12  2%
Participant Fees  27  6% 

Total Revenue  422  100%

Expenses (in thousands of dollars)
 Amount  Percentage
Golf Events  14 4%
Scholarships  35 8%
Operating  336 71%
Harbor Shores In-Kind  54 12%
Utilities  3 1%
Accounting  12 3%
Depreciation  6 1%

Total Expenses 473 100%

Golf 
Events

Scholarship Dinner

Individual/Small Business

Sr. PGA Championship

Grants

Harbor Shores 
Use of Facility

Other In-Kind 
Donations

Investment Income

Participant Fees

Operating

Harbor Shores 
In-Kind

Golf Events

ScholarshipsUtilities

Accounting
Depreciation

Revenue Expenses
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SPONSORS



THE FIRST TEE OF BENTON HARBOR 
201 GRAHAM AVE, BENTON HARBOR, MI 49022

269-210-6968

WWW.THEFIRSTTEEBENTONHARBOR.ORG


